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OPINION 1343 

KINOSTERNON ALAMOSAE BERRY & LEGLER, 1980 
AND KINOSTERNON OAXACAE BERRY & IVERSON, 1980 
(REPTILIA, TESTUDINES): CONSERVED 

RULING. — (1) Under the plenary powers: 

(a) the specific name alamose Pritchard, 1979, as published in the 
binomen Kinosternon alamose, is hereby suppressed for the 
purposes of both the Principle of Priority and the Principle of 
Homonymy; 

(b) the specific name oaxacae Pritchard, 1979, as published in the 
binomen Kinosternon oaxacae, is hereby suppressed for the 
purposes of both the Principle of Priority and the Principle of 
Homonymy. 

The following names are hereby placed on the Official Index of 
Rejected and Invalid Specific Names in Zoology with the Name Numbers 
specified: 

(a) alamose Pritchard, 1979, as published in the binomen 
Kinosternon alamose (Name Number 1157); 

(b) oaxacae Pritchard, 1979, as published in the binomen 
Kinosternon oaxacae (Name Number 1158). 

The following specific names are hereby placed on the Official List of 
Specific Names in Zoology with the Name Numbers specified: 

(a) alamosae Berry & Legler, 1980, as published in the binomen 
Kinosternon alamosae (Name Number 3001); 

(b) oaxacae Berry & Iverson, 1980, as published in the binomen 
Kinosternon oaxacae (Name Number 3002). 

HISTORY OF THE CASE Z.N.(S.)2339 

An application for the conservation of Kinosternon alamosae Berry 
& Legler, 1980 and K. oaxacae Berry & Iverson, 1980 by the suppression 
of K. alamose Pritchard, 1979 and K. oaxacae Pritchard, 1979 was first 
received from Mr P. C. H. Pritchard ( Florida Audubon Society, Maitland, 
U.S.A.) and Mr N. Pronek ( T.F.H. Publications, New Jersey, U.S.A.) on 12 
March 1980 following correspondence between the applicants, Professor H. 
M. Smith ( University of Colorado, U.S.A.) and the Secretary. A revised 
draft was sent to the printers on 21 January 1982 and published in Bull, 
zool. Nom., vol. 39, pp. 212-213. Public notice of the possible use of the 
plenary powers in the case was given in the same part of the Bulletin as 
well as to the statutory serials, to seven general and three herpetological 
serials. Supportive comments were received from Professor H. M. Smith 
(University of Colorado, U.S.A .), Dr J. F. Berry (Elmhurst College, Illinois, 
U.S.A.) and Dr J. B. Iverson (Earlham College, Indiana, U.S.A.). These 
were recorded in Bull. zool. Nom., vol. 40, p. 71. 





Bull. zool. Nom., vol. 42, pt 3, September 1985 


267 


DECISION OF THE COMMISSION 

On 15 January 1985 the members of the Commission were invited to 
vote under the Three-Month Rule on Voting Paper (1985)8 for or against 
the proposals set out in Bull. zool. Nom. vol. 39, p. 213. At the close of the 
voting period on 15 April 1985 the state of the voting was as follows: 

Affirmative Votes — nineteen (19) received in the following order: 
Melville, Brinck, Holthuis, Savage, Lehtinen (in part), Willink, Sabrosky, 
Hahn, Mroczkowski, Cocks, Starobogatov, Bayer, Alvarado, Corliss, 
Ueno, Schuster, Kraus, Cogger, Dupuis 

Negative Votes — four (4) received in the following order: 
Trjapitzin, Heppell, Bernardi, Ride. 

Late affirmative votes were returned by Halvorsen and Binder. 

The following comments were returned by Commissioners with their 
voting papers: 

Lehtinen : ‘Although supporting in principle the suggested use of 
plenary powers in the case, I see no reason to suppress Kinosternon oaxacae 
Berry & Iverson, 1979 in Pritchard, 1979. If this name too, will be sup¬ 
pressed, the Commission indirectly accepts the principle that the sup¬ 
pression of other more or less unintentionally but validly published names 
attributed to their correct authors, would be desirable by the use of the 
plenary powers. Parallel cases in other animal groups seem to be frequent, 
and as such present no threat to the stability of zoological nomenclature. 

The name of this species, as published by Pritchard, 1979 and cited 
in the application seems to differ from that of Berry & Iverson, 1980, only 
by the year of the publication. Nothing will be gained through suppression 
of an earlier date, especially when the request for suppression of K. oaxacae 
was not argued by differences in interpretation of this taxon in 1979 and 
1980. Characterization of this taxon in Pritchard’s words cannot as such 
make it attributable to Pritchard, when the authorship of Berry & Iverson 
has been unequivocally cited.’ 

Bernardi : ‘Je considere que les noms Kinosternon alamose et K. 
oaxacae de Pritchard sont des noms disponibles et leur rejet ne me semble 
pas necessaire’. 

Ride: ‘While most zoologists will sympathize with Pritchard in this 
situation, it is a situation that is not uncommon and one that the Com¬ 
mission has no power to correct. Application of the normal provisions of 
the Code do not, in this case, disturb stability, universality or cause 
confusion, the only conditions under which the Plenary Powers can be 
used.’ 


ORIGINAL REFERENCES 

The following are the original references for the names placed on an 
Official List and an Official Index by the ruling given in the present Opinion: 
alamose, Kinosternon, Pritchard, 1979, Encyclopedia of Turtles. Neptune, 
N.J., T.F.H. Publ., p. 556 
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alamosae, Kinosternon , Berry & Legler, 1980, Contr. Sci. nat. Hist. Mus. Los 
Angeles County no. 325, pp. 1-12 
oaxacae, Kinosternon, Pritchard, 1979, ibid., p. 557 

oaxacea, Kinosternon , Berry & Iverson, 1980, J. Herpetol. vol. 14, pp. 
313-320. 


CERTIFICATE 

I hereby certify that the votes cast on Voting Paper (85)8 were cast as 
set out above, that the proposals contained in that voting paper have been 
duly adopted under the plenary powers, and that the decision so taken, 
being the decision of the International Commission on Zoological 
Nomenclature, is truly recorded in the present Opinion No. 1343. 

R. V. MELVILLE 
Secretary 

International Commission on Zoological Nomenclature 

London 
15 May 1985 





